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The Virtues of the Persians

(The People of Persia)
Excerpts by Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah

رحه ال

بسم ا و الصلة و السلم على رسول ا

اما بعد
، ق�ال�]1[روى الس�ل�في� بإسناد� معروف عن سعيد� بن الس�يبف  :

 لو أن ل أكن من قريش لحببت� أن� أكون� م�ن� فارس�، ث�م
 أحببت� 
.أن( أكو�ن) م�ن� أصبهان�%

It is narrated by Saeed bin Al-Musayyib[1] with a known Sanad (chain of transmission) that 
he said:

'If I were not from Quraysh then I would have loved to be from Persia, 
then I would have loved if I was from Isbahan [Isfahan].'

  : سعيد بن السيب بن حزن بن أب وهب بن عمرو بن عائذ بن عمران بنالسم [1]
( مزوم القرشى الخزومى ، أبو ممد الدن ( سيد التابعي

   : من كبار التابعي2 :  الطبقة
  هـ90 :  بعد الوفاة

:  خ م د ت س ق  ( البخاري - مسلم - أبو داود - الترمذي - النسائي -روى له   
( ابن ماجه
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أصح اتفقوا على أن مرسلته أحد العلماء الثبات الفقهاء الكبار:  رتبته عند ابن حجر   
  وقال ابن الدين ل أعلم ف التابعي أوسع علما منهالراسيل

  ، ثقة حجة فقيه ، رفيع الذكرسيد التابعي:  المام ، أحد العلم ، و رتبته عند الذهب 
 ، رأس ف العلم و العمل

_____________________________________________________________________
[1] His name: Saeed Ibn Al-Musayyib Ibn Huzn Ibn Abi Wahb Ibn Amru Ibn Aaedh Ibn Imran Ibn 
Makhzoom Al-Qurashi Al-Makhzoomi, Abu Mohammad Al-Madani (also known as THE Leader of 
the Tabi'een!).

Tabaqah: 2, of the major Tabi'in.

Demise: after 90 Hijri.

Those who narrated from him: Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Al-Tirmizi, Al-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah.

Ibn Hajar: 'He [Saeed] is one of the trustworthy, major scholars, it is agreed that his Mursal is the 
strongest of Marasil (Pl. of Mursal) and Ibn Al-Madani said that he's not aware of any Tabi'i more 
knowledgable than him [Saeed].'

Ibn Hajar: He [Saeed] is the Imam, one of the signs, the LEADER of the Tabi'een, trustworthy, a 
Faqih, head of knowledge and deads […]
___________________________________________________________________________________

Excerpts from:

 كتاب :اقتضاء الصراط الستقيم لخالفة أصحاب الحيم الؤلف : شيخ السلم ابن تيمية 
by Shaykh Al-Islam Abul-'Abbas Ibn Taymiyyah:

[...] the people of Persia got their share of knowledge and faith [and] did so by 
following the religion with its Arabic necessities [language]. As for the Arabs that 
lost theirs, only lost it by letting go of it or by copying the non-Arabs in which the 
Sunnah prohibited [...]

[...] It was due to this that when those with faith from the people of 
Persia (Fars) learned of these specifics that they chose to imitate the 
predecessors [in Islam] and in return became from the best of the 
Tabi’in until the day of judgement, and they became Imams to the rest of 
the people […]
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[…] Al-Asma’ee said from what he narrated from Abu Tahir Al-Silafi in the book 
Fadha’il Al-Furs (Virtues of the People of Persia!):

عجم أصبهان قريش العجم 
 

'The Non-Arabs/Persians of Isbahan (Isfahan) are the Quraysh 
amongst the non-Arabs [i.e. most noble non-Arabs].'

Al-Silafi also narrated with a chain through Ma’roof, from Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah 
bin Abi Salama Al-Majashon from Usama bin Zaid from Sa’eed bin Al-Musayab, 

who said:

'If I were not from Quraysh then I would have loved to be from Persia, 
then I would have loved if I was from Isbahan [Isfahan].'

In another chain, Saeed bin Al-Musayyab says, “if I were not a man from 
Quraysh, then I would have wanted to be a man from Isbahan (Isfahan) due to 

the hadith of the Prophet (pbuh):

'If the religion was hanged up for grabs, then it would’ve been caught by 
the people of Persia from the sons of the 'Ajams [non-'Arabs], and the 

happiest people with it are the people of Persia and Isbahan.'

It is said that Salman Al-Farsi and Ikrimah [from the  major Salaf and Mawla of 
Ibn 'Abbas) were both from Isfahan.

Verlily the marks of Islam were found in Isbahan [Isfahan/Persia] more 
than in other places, which is why the Hafith Abdulqadir Al-Rahawi said, 

'I didn’t see a place after Baghdad with more Hadiths than Isbahan.'

and the Imams of the Sunnah in knowledge and Fiqh and hadith were all from 
Isbahan/Isfahan more than in other places which is why it is said that the jurists 
of the Fuqaha of Hadith were there, like Salih bin Ahmad bin Hanbal, and Abi 
Bakr bin Abi Asim, etc.”

[…] Then second is that the usage of “'Arabs” and “'Ajams” (non-Arabs) have 
become similar, so we have said previously that the name “'Ajam” includes all 
that is not 'Arab. So, when knowledge and faith of the sons of Persia was greater 
than the rest of the 'Ajams (non-Arabs) then they became known as the best 
of the non-Arabs.

[Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in 'Iqtidha Al-Sirat Al-Mustaqim li-mukhalifati Ashabi Al-Jahim']
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Sons of Sunnah comment:

Now, notice how Isfahan has became the land of innovation and polytheism under 
the control of the Safawi Rafidah. Where once the Lions lions of the Sunnah 
carried the knowledge into the world, the pigeons have nested. Whatever Allah 
has willed has become and whatever He hasn’t willed hasn’t come forth, for the 
present life is ever changing. Nonetheless the Ahl Al-Sunnah of Iran being a 
minority, they still present to this very day, so may Allah bring that day when 
way of the Sunnah dominates over the Persians again, and that they again be the 
active propagators, guardians and soldiers of this Millah of Ibrahim as they were  
before. May Safawi-Rafidism be expunged from its roots and may it face an 
erosion, extinction and decline the same way as Zoroastrianism, and Sabianism 
has experienced, Ameen.
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